
Review and Evaluation protocol

The Sentencing Act provides for review of the operation and effectiveness of DATOs by the relevant Minister as soon as practicable from three years after commencement (s80ZP). The Court is mindful that continuous review and evaluation of the DASL against the objects of its introduction is essential. 
Guidelines review
The treatment order team have individual responsibility for maintaining the efficacy and currency of their agency’s policies and procedures in support of the DASL, and a shared responsibility for maintaining the efficacy and currency of the DASL guidelines.
In support of the shared responsibility, the treatment team will meet every six weeks for the first year of the DASL and on an ad hoc basis, should any team member feel that is necessary to review and make any necessary amendments or extensions to the existing guidelines. The frequency of meetings may be reduced by agreement of all team members after the first year of operation but will in any event be no less than three review meetings per annum.
Evaluation
Independent evaluators were contracted to undertake this evaluation prior to commencement of the list. The Court will work collaboratively with the evaluation team. Protocols in support of the DASL will provide for the collection of information necessary for effective evaluation. Information will be collected against the following criteria as a minimum:
· 


· Information of participants in accordance with the National Minimum Data Set (NMDS)
· The number of applications for assessment for a DATO
· The number of DATOs made
· The number of DATOs completed
· The number of participant self-termination of DATOs
· Number of prison days not served in full-time custody as a result of time served otherwise under a DATO
· Frequency and seriousness of criminal offending during and post completion of a DATO
· Lifestyle indicators including:
· Employment secured
· Education/skills gained
· Return of children from care
· Stable accommodation secured
· Victim involvement in the DATO process
· Victim satisfaction levels 
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