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SUPREME COURT OF THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
 

PRACTICE DIRECTION NO 2 OF 2010 
 
 

Attendance at Directions Following Committal 
 

 

1. Currently, when an accused person is committed by the Magistrates Court for trial or 
sentence, that court may bail the accused to appear on a date set as a condition of 
bail (see r 4731 of the Court Procedures Rules 2006 (ACT)).  This is necessary to give 
the Supreme Court jurisdiction in respect of bail for the accused person under s 20 of 
the Bail Act 1992 (ACT). 

 
2. Where bail is not granted, that person remains in custody and the personal 

attendance of the accused is not required for this purpose.  It has been practice, 
however, to remand such persons to that date also and the Magistrates Court issues 
a warrant to bring them to Court on that date. 

 
3. Since the directions to be made at this first directions hearing are usually made 

speedily with no bail applications (other than consent variations being made) and 
generally involve standard directions, there is no significant need for persons in 
custody to attend.  There is cost and delay in having accused persons in custody 
attend such hearings and many of them dislike doing so for they remain in the court 
cells for substantial periods for a very brief appearance in court. 

 
4. Accordingly, the following arrangements will apply from the date of this Practice 

Direction to committals from the Magistrates Court: 
 

A. When an accused person is committed for trial or sentence, the matter will 
be listed in the Supreme Court on a date specified by the Magistrates Court 
at 9.30 am on the next Thursday, which is not less than 7 days after the 
committal (or another Thursday agreed by the parties) being a date specified 
by the Magistrates Court (“the appearance date”). 

 
B. If the accused person has been granted bail, the bail will specify that the 

accused person will give a bail undertaking to appear on the appearance 
date. 

 
C. Where the accused person is in custody, a warrant will no longer be issued 

for the production of the accused on the appearance date. 
 
D. On the appearance date, directions will be given in accordance with rr 4732 

and 4733 of the Court Procedures Rules 2006 (ACT) in the usual way unless 
the accused is in custody and not represented. 
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E. If the accused person is in custody and not represented, the directions will be 
adjourned for one week and a warrant will issue for the attendance of the 
person on that date. 

 
5. Practitioners are reminded that if they are acting for an accused person in the 

Supreme Court, they must file and serve a notice under r 4706 of the Court 
Procedures Rules 2006 (ACT).  Form 4.4 has been prescribed for this purpose. 

 
 
By Direction of the Judges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNIE GLOVER 
Registrar 
ACT Supreme Court 
 
4 August 2010 
 


