
 

 

SUPREME COURT OF THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
 

PRACTICE DIRECTION NO 2 OF 2011 
 

INTRODUCTION OF A DOCKET SYSTEM and “BLITZ” ON CURRENT LISTINGS 
 

Following the review of case management and listing practices commissioned by the Acting 

Chief Justice and the Attorney-General late last year, the Supreme Court has resolved to 

change aspects of its case management and listing practices with a view to reducing the 

time taken to finalise matters lodged in or committed to the Court. 

The main changes will be the adoption of a docket system, covering both civil and criminal 

matters, under which matters of a kind likely to require listing for trial, and certain other 

matters, will be assigned to a docket judge (for matters within the Master’s jurisdiction, the 

Master may be the docket judge) shortly after coming to the Court and will then be 

managed by that docket judge until finalisation.  Docket judges will engage in active case 

management of matters on their docket.  Criminal matters will generally not be allocated to 

a docket judge until the parties complete the initial exchange of material, and the existing 

requirements for the exchange of material will be expanded; this will facilitate efficient case 

management, and may also result in earlier resolution of some matters. 

The Court has also worked with the Bar Association, the Law Society, the Director of Public 

Prosecutions and the Legal Aid Office to develop a proposal for using short-term additional 

judicial resources for a "blitz" on current trial listings, civil and criminal, to enable most trials 

listed for the second half of 2012 and beyond to be given earlier hearing dates and thereby 

to facilitate the introduction of the docket system.  The docket system will commence 

following this “blitz”.  Matters not addressed by the “blitz” will become part of the judges’ 

dockets.  Further Practice Directions will be issued as the details of the various changes are 

developed. 

By Direction of the Judges 

 
ANNIE GLOVER 
Registrar 
ACT Supreme Court 
 
16 December 2011 


